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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 5442 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 
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SUB J : BUILD-UP OF SOVIET PRESENCE IN LAOS 

REF: A) MOSCOW 10414 
B) FBIS BK 291241Z AUG 75 

1. THE INFORMATION PROVIDED BY FORMER LAO AMBASSADOR LA 
NORINDR JUST BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE FROM MOSCOW ABOUT 
SOVIET DISPATCH OF 250 TECHNICIANS TO LAOS (REF A) HAS 
PROVED OUT. WE BELIEVE THERE COULD NOW BE AS MANY AS 
700 TO 900 SOVIETS (PROBABLY INCLUDING A SUBSTANTIAL 
NUMBER OF DEPENDENTS) IN THE COUNTRY, BASED NOT ONLY AT 
VIENTIANE AND SAM NEUA BUT AT SEVERAL PROVINCIAL 
LOCATIONS AS WELL, INCLUDING PHONG SAVANH ON PLAIN OF 
JARS. IN VIENTIANE, SOVIETS ARE IN PROCESS OF TAKING 
OVER LARGE MOTEL-STYLE COMPOUND NEAR AIRPORT WHICH 
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VICES, INC. THE FACILITY IS IDEAL FOR HOUSING AIR 
AND GROUND-CREWS. 

2. SUBJECT OF SOVIET PRESENCE HAS TAKEN ON ADDITIONAL 
PROMINENCE IN LAST FEW DAYS BECAUSE OF AN INTERVIEW 
SUPPOSEDLY GRANTED BY PGNU ACTING DEPPRIMIN/FONMIN PHOUNE 
SIPASEUTH TO BANGKOK POST (CIRCULATION OF WHICH HAS 

BEEN BANNED IN LAOS SINCE MID-JULY) AND PUBLISHED 
AUGUST 28. LEAD SAYS PHOUNE " ADMITTED THAT THERE ARE 
CURRENTLY ABOUT 1,500 SOVIET EXPERTS AIDING LAOS IN 
DIFFERENT FIELDS 'BUT WITHOUT ANY STRINGS ATTACHED 
UNLIKE THE UNITED STATES'." 

3. ON DAY FOLLOWING PUBLICATION, LAO FOREIGN MINISTRY 
IN AN OFFICIAL STATEMENT (REF B) "SOLEMNLY DENIE(D) 

THE VICIOUS NEWS REPORT" OF PHOUNE'S REMARKS. CURIOUSLY, 
DENIAL REFERS TO "AFP REPORTS" OF THOSE REMARKS CARRIED 
IN AN ENGLISH-LANGUAGE BANGKOK PAPER, WHEREAS BANGKOK 
POST VERSION PURPORTED TO DERIVE FROM AUGUST 26 "SPECIAL 
INTERVIEW" OF PHOUNE BY ITS OWN CORRESPONDENT NORASET 
MEE-ISRARA. WE SUPPOSE BANGKOK POST IS CAPABLE OF 
HAVING FABRICATED INTERVIEW (AND, EXCEPT FOR LAO INEFFI- 
CIENCY AND INCONSISTENCY, IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE WHY 
PHOUNE SHOULD HAVE GRANTED AN INTERVIEW TO A PAPER 
THAT IS BANNED HERE), BUT PATHET LAO ARE EQUALLY CAPABLE 
OF ISSUING A FALSE DENIAL, PARTICULARLY IF SOVIETS 
PRESSURED THEM TO DO SO. 

4. WHATEVER THE CASE, SOVIET EMBASSY PERSONNEL HAVE 
BEEN MOST DEFENSIVE WHENEVER WE OR OTHER WESTERNERS 
HAVE RAISED SUBJECT WITH THEM; THEY TRY TO DISMISS 
ANY TALK OF "BUILD-UP" AS NOTHING MORE THAN RESULT OF 
A CHINESE DISINFORMATION CAMPAIGN. THEY HAVE ADMITTED 
TO ONLY ABOUT 300 SOVIETS IN LAOS, BUT WE BELIEVE THAT 
FIGURE WAS SURPASSED SEVERAL WEEKS AGO. SOVIET CHARGE 
CHMANEVSKI AT MALAYSIAN NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION AUGUST 
31 WOULD NOT ADMIT EVEN TO THIS NUMBER; HE TOLD SEVERAL 
DISBELIEVING LISTENERS THAT TOTAL OF ALL SOVIET EMPLOYEES 
AND DEPENDENTS IN LAOS IS ABOUT 100. 
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5. FOR MOSCOW: IF YOUR RELATIONS WITH REMAINING STAFF 
OF LAO EMBASSY PERMIT, WE WOULD BE MOST INTERESTED IN 
ANY INFORMATION YOU CAN OBTAIN ON SUBJECT OF SOVIET 
PRESENCE IN LAOS AND PLANS FOR ITS FURTHER AUGMENTA- 
TION. EVEN ROUND FIGURES ON RECENT VISA-ISSUANCE TO 
SOVIET NATIONALS WOULD BE HELPFUL. 
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